In System Analysis and Design (SAD), audit refers to a systematic and independent review of the system’s processes, data, and controls to ensure that the information system is functioning correctly, efficiently, and securely.
It helps verify whether the system is meeting business requirements, complies with standards and policies, and safeguards resources against errors, fraud, or misuse.

Definition of Audit
· General Definition:
An audit is an independent examination and evaluation of records, activities, and processes to determine their accuracy, reliability, and compliance with standards.
· In SAD Context:
Audit in system analysis and design is the process of reviewing and evaluating the hardware, software, procedures, security, and data of an information system to ensure that it is designed, implemented, and operating effectively in alignment with organizational objectives.

Objectives of Audit in System Analysis and Design
1. Verification of Accuracy
· To check whether the system processes data correctly and produces accurate, reliable, and consistent outputs.
2. Compliance with Standards
· To ensure that the system adheres to organizational policies, IT standards, laws, and regulatory requirements.
3. Evaluation of System Efficiency
· To assess whether the system is designed and implemented in a way that optimizes performance, minimizes cost, and uses resources efficiently.
4. Security and Control
· To verify that adequate measures are in place to protect data and resources from unauthorized access, errors, or misuse.
5. Reliability and Integrity
· To ensure the integrity of data and information within the system so that decision-making is based on accurate information.
6. Identification of Weaknesses
· To detect loopholes, inefficiencies, or risks in the system’s design or implementation and suggest improvements.
7. Assurance of Goal Achievement
· To confirm that the system supports the organization’s goals, business objectives, and user requirements.

