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1. Introduction to Radio Discussion Programmes

 Definition: Radio discussion programmes

involve a group of people talking
about a specific topic or range of topics,
often with a host guiding the

conversation.
* Purpose: These programmes aim to inform, entertain,
or provoke thoughtamong listeners.
They can cover various subjects
such as politics, culture,
science, or social Issues.
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2. Characteristics of Radio Discussion Programmes

\
\ I. Interactive Format: Usually involves multiple speakers,
iIncluding amoderator and guests with varying perspectives.

ii. Engaging Content: Needs to capture the listeners
attention and maintain their interest throughout the discussion. \

lii. Live or PreRecorded: Can be broadcasted live with realtime audience
interaction or prerecorded for later airing. \

iv. Audience Participation: May include callings, social media interactions \
or live studio audiences.




3. Key Elements in Writing for Radio
Discussions

Research and Preparation

I. Topic Selection: Choose a relevant, timely, and engaging topic
that resonates with the target audience.
Broadcast debates should be genuine public issues, allowing
listeners to hear arguments and counterarguments
from individuals with conviction, allowing the broadcaster to

remain independent. '
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and expert opinions to inform the discussion.

ii. Background Research: Gather facts, statistics, <

Iii. Guest Selection: Choose diverse speakers who
offer different viewpoints or expertise on the topic.
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Script Structure

I. Introduction: Write a compelling introduction that
outlines the topic,
Introduces the guests, and sets the tone

Il. Questions and Prompts: Prepare openended
questions and prompts to guide
the discussion and encourage interaction <

7\




iii. Flow of Discussion: Plan the sequence of
topics to ensure a logical
progression and smooth transitions between

points.
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v 4. Writing the Script
Tone and Style <

Conversational Tone: Write in a conversational style that feels natural<

and engaging for both speakers and listeners.

Clarity and Simplicity: Use clear, straightforward language that is
easy for the audience to understand.

Pacing. Ensure the script allows for a natural flow of conversation, <
avoliding overly complex or lengthy sentences.
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Flexibility

\ Allow for Improvisation: While the script should be <
wellprepared, leave room for spontaneous dialogue and\
unplanned developments.

Managing Time: Write with time constraints in mind,
ensuring that key points
are covered without rushing or dragging the discussion.
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